
Join the discussion at the 

Bennington Community Visit 
Thursday, March 15, 2012 

 

You are Invited... 
…to join your neighbors and discuss your vision for 

Bennington with Vermont State, Federal, business, and non-
profit leaders. This will be the first step in the Community 
Visit process of building priorities and addressing critically 

important challenges before the community. Attend the 
sessions most important to you and meet the visiting team at 

the free pizza Community Dinner! 
 
  Elks Lodge 

125 Washington St. 

Masonic Temple 
504 Main St. 

Fire House, (3rd floor) 
130 River St. 

2:30‐4:00 pm  Poverty  Downtown Communication & 
Collaboration 

4:15‐5:45 pm  Youth  Workforce Arts, Recreation & 
Entertainment 

6:00‐7:00 pm  ‐ ‐ COMMUNITY PIZZA DINNER ‐ ‐ Bennington Fire House,  
      1st floor truck bay, 130 River St.   

7:00‐8:30 pm  Education  Economic 
Development & 
Growth 

Bennington Self 
Image 

 

For more information about the Bennington Community Visit contact Margaret at 

VCRD, 802-223-6091 or info@vtrural.org.  
 
 

Produced by the Vermont Council on Rural Development (VCRD), a non-profit organization supporting 
the locally-defined progress of Vermont's rural communities. For more information about the Community 
Visit process visit vtrural.org/programs/community-programs or call us at 802-223-6091. 



Bennington Community Visit Team 
 

Alex Aldrich, Executive Director, Vermont Arts Council 

Joe Bookchin, Director of Office of the Creative Economy, Vermont ACCD 

Ted Brady, Field Representative, Office of Senator Patrick Leahy 

Greg Brown, VCRD Board Member, Town of Dummerston 

Paul Bruhn, Executive Director, Preservation Trust of Vermont 

Heather Chirtea, Founder and Executive Director, Digital Wish 

Patricia Coates, State Director, Congressman Peter Welch Office 

Paul Costello, Executive Director, VCRD 

Steve Dale, Executive Director, Vermont School Boards Association 

Mary Evslin, The Evslin Family Foundation 

Carlen Finn, Executive Director, Voices for Vermont’s Children 

Patrick Flood, Commissioner, Vermont Department of Mental Health 

Eddie Gale, Program Director, A.D. Henderson Foundation 

Tom Hark, President, VT Youth Conservation Corps 

Marie Houghton, Community Relations Manager, IBM 

Scott Humphrey, Americorps Vista Volunteer 

Tara Kelly, Executive Director, Rutland Area Farm and Food Link 

Helen Labun Jordan, e‐Vermont Program Director, Vermont Council on Rural Development 

Molly Lambert, State Director, USDA Rural Development 

Scott McArdle, Senior Philanthropic Advisor, Vermont Community Foundation 

Margaret Gibson McCoy, Office and Communications Manager, VCRD 

Kate McGowan, State Chair and Addison County Deputy Director, United Way 

Patricia Menduni, Community Liaison, Office of Congressman Welch 

Jenny Nelson, Agriculture Policy Advisor, Office of Senator Bernie Sanders 

Steve Patterson, Executive Director, Northeast Vermont Development Association 

Colleen Pelles Madrid, Forest Supervisor, GMFL National Forests 

Phil Petty, e‐Vermont Community Director, VCRD 

Doug Racine, Secretary, Vermont Agency of Human Services 

Deb Shannon, Director of Broadband Outreach and Coordination, Vermont Telecom Authority 

Sean Sheehan, e‐Vermont Community Director, Vermont Council on Rural Development 

Jeb Spaulding, Secretary, Vermont Agency of Administration 

Gaye Symington, Executive Director, The High Meadows Fund 

Ruth Wallman, Executive Director, Lake Champlain Islands Chamber of Commerce 

Michael Wood‐Lewis, CEO and Co‐Founder, Front Porch Forum 

David Yacovone, Commissioner, Vermont Department for Children and Families 

 


