
 

 In his opening remarks at the recent
Vermont’s Digital Future Conference, Gov.
Peter Shumlin said Internet service at his
Putney home is behind that of Vietnam,
Cambodia and Croatia.
“It’s behind most of the undeveloped
world, and most of the 49 states,” he said.
“If we don’t connect, what’s at stake for
us?”

He went on to explain how lack of
connectivity is detrimental to the state.
Shumlin promised every last mile of
Vermont would be connected by the end of
2013. He spoke at the conference hosted
May 8 by Champlain College.

Vermont’s economy, job growth, health
care and energy efficiency were his main
concerns. “Our economic future is a bright
one, but only if we succeed at getting
connected, ensuring we educate the
workforce, and the population of Vermont,
to use that technology once we deliver it.
That’s what our conference is about today.”

The event was hosted by the e-Vermont
Community Broadband Partnership in an
effort to further their goal of building e
conomic opportunities, connecting
communities, and offering digital literacy.

Broadband is high-speed Internet access,

 a modern utility that people need to get
things done. It’s become as important to
daily life as electricity.

Rutland High Schoolteacher Laurie Wilson
applauded Shumlin’s remarks. She was one
of about 300 attendees at the day-long
conference. She was there to find out, first-
hand, what is going on statewide, and to
find ways to help her students.

Wilson said the biggest roadblock her
students experience is equal access. “I use
Google docs a lot,” she said. “Those
students who don’t have Internet access at
home are limited in what they can do. I
would like to create an atmosphere of
ongoing learning, not just in the classroom,
but to take it wherever they go.”

Keynote speaker Nicco Mele is an expert
in the integration of social media and Web
2.0 with politics, business and
communications. He served as a
webmaster on Howard Dean’s 2004
presidential campaign, and is the founder
of EchoDitto, an Internet strategy consulting

Advertisement

Format Dynamics :: CleanPrint :: http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/arti... http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/fdcp/?unique=1338394516368

1 of 3 5/30/2012 12:15 PM



 company. He is also adjunct faculty at
Harvard’s Kennedy School.

Mele said he hoped his speech would give
the crowd a sense of responsibility for
shaping Vermont’s digital future. His
speech was titled, “The End of Big; How
Small Businesses and Communities Can
Thrive in a Digital Age.”

“We can’t just follow the technology, we
have to lead it,” he said in an interview
before the conference. “Technology is d
isruptive to large institutions, big
companies, establishments, and political
parties. Technology has a fundamental
individualism to it that’s challenging to any
large institution. That is a mixed bag for
us. Some of that is really good, and some is
really scary. It’s really up to us to make it
work.”

Event planner Sean Sheehan works with
Vermont Council on Rural Development. He
said Mele was chosen to be the keynote
speaker because organizers wanted
someone with a positive message for
Vermont’s future, but also willing to give
the real story about how to get there.

In his keynote speech, Mele took a quick
tour of how technology has changed since
the early 70s with computers that took up
entire rooms to the handheld smartphones
of today. Technology has evolved from the
back rooms of large institutions, to the
forefront of every individual’s daily round.

One-in-three women in the Congo have a
cell phone. The speed at which technology

 has evolved is impressive, and it’s driving
enormous power down to individuals. “Self-
organized individuals are a threat to
established institutions,” Mele said. “Today,
the Internet is an alternative power base
for individuals, especially if institutions are
not doing their job.”

After the speech, the agenda included four
concurrent digital leadership tracks, each
with a distinguished panel of local leaders.
They included, Creating Economic
Opportunities, Connecting Communities,
Building Digital Literacy and Education
Innovation.

Alisson Walsh of Broadband Rhode Island
met with e-Vermont and Broadband
Vermont a day before the conference. “All
the states collaborate with one another,”
she said. “We are all in this together. I’m
here to do the Building Digital Literacy
workshop because we are working on this
in our state. The idea is to walk out the
door with some best practices.”
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 Vermont Small Business Development
Center’s Patrick Ripley was the discussion
moderator for the Creating Economic O
pportunities panel. He said the goal was
to find out what works and what doesn’t.

“Connectivity is one challenge,” he said in
an interview before the conference.
“Another is businesses having funding to
put toward an online presence, as well as
the acceptance and understanding of what
the technologies are used for. Often, they
have trouble seeing the value. They don’t
know how it is used, so they are not willing
to invest in it. A lot if what we are doing is
about awareness and opening folks up to
it.”

Ripley said he hoped people left with a
better understanding for what’s available,
and a willingness to take the next steps
towards building and improving an online
presence.

“If folks don’t start to take some action, or
improve on what they have got, they are
going to be left behind ... they are not
going to exist anymore,” Ripley said.

Contact Innovate reporter Lynn Monty at  
LynnMonty@BurlingtonFreePress.com and
follow her on Twitter at www.twitter.
com/TheFullMontyVT.
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