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ARLINGTON -- Since being awarded last year, the e-
Vermont grants awarded to Pownal and Arlington --
jointly with Sandgate and Sunderland -- have been a
success.

Gordon Woodrow, who helped initiate the grant-
writing process for Arlington, Sandgate, and
Sunderland, said the grants were to utilize existing
Internet access to improve four areas of the
community, schools, business, library, and social
networking.

Fourth and fifth graders at the Fisher Elementary
School received 53 notebook computers, along with
personnel to train both students and teachers in
their usage. Woodrow said it was more than just
giving a student a laptop and letting them have fun;
they were taught Internet safety techniques as well
as ways to enhance their learning. Students could
take the computers home with them, along with
printers.

Sunderland Elementary also received computers the
year before through Digital Wish. While that was
through a separate program, Digital Wish had a
hand at Fisher and used the Sunderland school as a
test.

Sandgate and Sunderland will also be getting
websites, Woodrow, a Sunderland school board
member, said. Their respective boards must give
final approval and will soon draft a Web policy, but
they could have sites up as early as summer. He
said Arlington already has a Website, and towns can
use them to post agendas, minutes and notices.

The Front Porch forum has been one of the more
popular outgrowths of the e-Vermont

grant. It basically works as an online bulletin board

for people within town. People can post about work
they need done, items that want to sell or buy, or
event they wish to publicize.

The Martha Canfield Library has also benefited, he
said. A resource room downstairs has played host
to a number of classes geared toward those who
wish to use the Web in their business. Woodrow
said people through e-Vermont have led a few, but
in the future Phyllis Skidmore, the library director,
will teach them, making this aspect of the grant self-
sustaining.

The library's famed Russell Collection, overseen by
Bill Budde, will also be scanned and photographed
into a digital format, Woodrow said. The grant has
paid for some of the equipment and Budde has come
up with some summer projects for interested
students to work on.

On May 21, a conference will be held in Randolph
Center at the Vermont Technical College, where the
e-Vermont program will be discussed. Woodrow
said the lessons learned from the communities that
have implemented the grant will be passed on to the
next round of recipients.

Contact Keith Whitcomb Jr. at  
kwhitcomb@benningtonbanner.com
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